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The recent turbulent economic times have been nothing short of a disaster for the Construction 
Industry. 
 
We set out to establish the extent to which, Specialist Sub-Contractors are bearing the brunt of this 
recession. What we found was that Specialist Sub-Contractors are being systematically subjected 
to unfair treatment by Contractors. 
 
We had 278 responses from Specialist Sub-Contractors and the results are set out herewith. 
 
Here is a snapshot of what we found has been happening over the last 12 months; 
 

Payment delayed beyond the agreed terms 89.00% 
Variation accounts not agreed/under valued 71.80% 
Paid less than agreed or certified 64.70% 
Scope of work changed but changes disputed. 56.10% 
Subjected to spurious contra charges or set offs 54.50% 
Had to enter into unfair / one sided contract terms 48.20% 
Subjected to unfair tender practices 43.50% 
Unnecessary restrictions, paperwork or administration 42.00% 
Reductions in cost demanded after terms agreed 41.20% 
Unreasonable contractual risks passed down 40.40% 
Subjected to lower standards of health and safety 20.80%  

 

 
It is not surprising that the construction industry suffered more than 5,000 insolvencies between Q3 
2010 and Q2 2012 (according to the latest figures from PwC).  
 
Our survey asked “how much have Contractors cost your business in the last 12 months”, this is 
what Sub-Contractors told us: 
 

Up to £20,000 35.60% 
£20 - 50,000 34.40% 
£50 - 100,000 21.90% 
Over £100,000 8.10%  

 

 
The poor practices and ruthless unfair treatment of Specialist Contractors identified by our survey 
has to be stopped for the good of the industry as whole, and to help ensure the UK’s economic 
recovery.  
 
So, what’s to be done about it? 
 
StreetwiseSubbie.com Ltd exists to help all Sub-Contractors regardless of size or specialisation. We 
are working with a range of organisations and private practices and are developing our nationwide 
support network. 
 
We are available to work with anyone who shares our passion for the Construction and Engineering 
Industries and supports the fair treatment of everyone in the supply chain. 
 
We can be contacted as follows; 
 
Call us on: +44 (0)1773 712116   Fax us on: +44 (0)1773 719455 
 
Email us at: info@streetwisesubbie.com   Web: www.streetwisesubbie.com 
 
Or write to us at:  
Streetwisesubbie.com Ltd, Shanakiel, 17 Ilkeston Road, Heanor, Derbyshire DE75 7DR 

mailto:info@streetwisesubbie.com
http://www.streetwisesubbie.com





























